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   While visiting my dear mother during our 
Christmas celebration, my youngest son and I 
found some time to rake and to dispose of 
leaves from her front lawn.  Just as my late 
dad and I did many years prior, my son and I 
talked as we worked. As we worked, we 
approached a tree that is now over forty feet 
tall.  The leafless, white, maple tree measures 
over two feet across at its trunk.   
    As a preteen horticulturist, I actually planted 
two trees when I was about ten years old.  I 
first noticed the little trees while my dad and I 
were clearing undergrowth from the woods in 
our backyard.  The young trees caught my 
attention because of their bark pattern, which 
spiraled around the tree.  Nevertheless, they 
were to be cut down with the other brush.  My 
dad gave me permission to save the trees by 
transplanting them.  I transplanted them 
exactly as he instructed.  First, I prepared two 
holes in our front yard.  Second, I carefully 
dug up the baby plants.  Third, I moved the 
trees.  One tree died within the first year, yet I 
continued to nurture the surviving tree until I 
left for college about seven years later. Finally, 
after thirty-five years, my son and I are 
standing feet from the same tree, admiring its 
size and very distinctive, spiraling bark 
pattern.    
     While we talked, the LORD reminded me 
of a few important principles for providing a 
quality Christian education for our precious 
young people.  First, I was reminded that the 
little trees’ uniqueness sets them apart from 
the other plants.  Likewise, our students and 
your children were created in the image of 
God and are fearfully and wonderfully made 
with a uniqueness that is designed to bring 
glory to God.  As CCS moves into 2007, we 
are committed to helping our students to 
discover fully who they are in Christ.  Second, 
the little trees were totally dependent upon 
influences outside of themselves.  The trees 
did not choose if, or even where, they would 
be initially planted, or to where they would be 
eventually transplanted.  As parents, we realize 
that many of the most important decisions 
affecting the lives of our children are not truly 
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theirs to make.  As parents, we have been 
entrusted by God with the responsibility to 
train our children in the paths they should 
go.  This process requires much fervent 
prayer and Godly wisdom.  During the 
transplanting of the tree, I received much 
help and instruction from my wonderful 
dad.  My dad had the “wisdom of the years” 
and he continued to help me for the 
remainder of his life.  I am thankful that the 
wisdom he provided for me came about 
because of his relationship with Jesus.  
Likewise, parents must have help in this 
awesome process of child-rearing.  We are 
instructed in James 1:5 to ask for wisdom 
and God will give it to us liberally without 
upbraiding or fussing at us.   During 2007, 
CCS is committed to assisting parents with 
their God-given responsibility to prepare 
students for all that God has for them.
Third, I provided nurture and care for the 
little tree during its formative years.  I 
protected the surviving tree from being 
uprooted and disturbed.  As the years 
passed, the tree was better able to stand 
alone supported increasingly by its own root 
system and less by external supports.  In 
2007, it is our goal to assist you in 
equipping your child with the ability to 
stand successfully as he/she matures.    
    God has truly blessed Clinton Christian 
School.  My initial impression of CCS as a 
sleeping giant has remained unchanged.
There is no end to the richness of God’s 
provisions for our school, as we seek to 
follow Christ and His righteousness as 
instructed in Matthew 6:33.    
     In February, re-enrollment will begin for 
next school year.  If God has blessed your 
child this year, if you agree with the 
principles outlined above and if you can 
walk with us in agreement, please enroll 
your child for the next school year.  Please 
refer families like yours, also.   
     In 2007, let us pray for wisdom and for 
understanding.  Let us pray for each other 
and for our dear children, as God awakens
Clinton Christian School to her new 
direction of excellence.   
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