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St eve Lay ne – Pas t or -Pr es i dent            “ A Habi tual  Vis ion of  Greatness”        Tr av i s  Cr ut chf i el d-Chi ef  Admi n i s t r at or   

To Award CCS Accreditation Status in time 
for 2009 Graduation Ceremonies. 
For the first time in its forty-two year history, Clinton Christian School students will 
graduate from an accredited institution. In 2007-08, under the leadership of School 
Administrator, Travis Crutchfield the Clinton Christian School Faculty and Staff com-

pleted a comprehensive self-study of its polices, procedures, vision, mission and current practices and submitted them to the 
Association of Christian Schools International for approval. While the accreditation process can take up to three years, Clinton 
Christian School’s was completed in a record 18 months!  When a team of ACSI officials visited the school in October of 2008 to 
conduct the document review process, it was clear from their final commendations that CCS had emerged as “a leader among 
area Christian Schools.”   Expectations were high that accreditation would be awarded, but not in time to affect this year’s gradu-
ating class.   

Then in early December, an unexpected turn of events.  The Director of the Mid-Atlantic office of ACSI contacted Mr. Crutchfield 
to inform him that an early decision had been reached.  Accreditation would go into effect in time to include the graduation class 
of 2009.  Clinton Christian School is receiving dual accreditation from both the Association of Christian Schools International 
(ACSI),  which accredits Christian schools and Middle States Association (MSA),  which accredits private and public schools, as 
well as, colleges and universities in the Atlantic region. 

Vision Statement  
Clinton Christian School seeks to be a distinctively Christian academically excellent educational institution for the pur-
pose of assisting families in their God-given responsibility to train their children in a God-centered world view with  
the goal being to equip them for lifelong service in ministry or in the marketplace. 

Special points 
of interest: 

····      

SPOTLIGHT ON MS/HS PRINCIPAL 

Meet Melissa Olsen, Middle School/ High School Principal here at Clinton Christian.  With 
a reputation for dedication, high standards and excellence in teaching, Miss Olsen has 
proven to be a wonderful asset to the CCS family.  The El Paso, Texas native has never 
gotten used to the cold winters, but knows that CCS is where the Lord has called her to 
minister.  During her fifteen year tenure here at Clinton she has taught 4th and 6th-8th 
grades, directed Extended Time, worked for Summer Camp and served as Senior Advisor.  
Two years ago, she was promoted to Middle School Principal, and this year has taken the 
helm as Middle and High School Principal.  

If Miss Olsen had pursued her first career dream, a hospital might have become her work-
place.  Up until age 9, she wanted to follow in her mother’s footsteps and become a nurse.  
Olsen’s reaction to the sight of blood however was her first clue that the medical profes-
sion might not be for her. Fortunately, during the same year, she was positively impacted 
by her fourth grade teacher.  “My fourth grade teacher was hard on me, but I knew she 
loved me,” remembered Olsen. “After a year in her class, I knew I wanted to be a teacher.” 
Smiling she recalled,  “ I would go home and teach my brother, if he wasn’t available, I 

would line my dolls up and teach them.”   

Today, Olsen is keeping students here at CCS in line.  She is well known for demanding the best and is comfortable with her no-
nonsense reputation.  Over the years students have returned to thank her for the discipline she instilled in them and for her consis-
tency.  Thank you Miss Olsen for all you do here at CCS!!  
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January 5—School resumes for Students, Faculty and Staff January 20—Spirit Week Begins 

January 8—@ 7 PM Room Parent Meeting in Modular 4   January 23—Homecoming 

January 9—@ 8 AM—Dad’s and Donuts for K4-2nd Grades  January 26—School-wide Praise & Worship @ 9:41 AM in Auditorium 

January 15—Elementary Chess Tournament all day   January 26—PTF Fellowship Night @ 7 PM in the Auditorium 

January 16—Dress Down Friday     January 28—@ 9 AM 1st—5th Grades Speech Meet in the Auditorium 

January 16—@ 9 AM Animal Alley In-School Field Trip   January 29—3rd-5th Grade Assembly @ 8:35 AM in Auditorium 

January 16—MS/HS Chess Tournament all day   January 30—Dress Down Friday 

January 19—Martin Luther King’s Birthday—NO SCHOOL  January 30—Book Fair Begins 

January 20—2nd-12th Grades Inauguration Day Assembly @ 11:30 AM 

 in Auditorium 

DVD COPIES OF “THE OFFERING” ARE AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE AT $25.00 EACH. PLEASE CONTACT MRS. CHRIS-
TINE BYRAMS ON 301-599-9600 X 140. PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO CCS.  
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