
 

Internationally Acclaimed Worship Leader Teaches Songwriting to Young 
Lyricists 

Upper Marlboro, Maryland – February, 2009- Each week at Clinton Christian School, 
eighteen 3rd-5th graders armed with thesaurus, rhyming dictionary, notepad and pencil, 

enter their brightly lit fine arts classroom to tackle 
the serious art of songwriting.   

 

Their instructor is singer/songwriter and Worship 
Pastor, Keith Childress.  He is a graduate of Oral 
Roberts University with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Communications.  While attending ORU, his 
classmates were Myles Monroe, Don Moen and 
Carlton Pearson.  “I always wanted to be a 
musician, but was not accepted into the first 

music program to which I applied.  When I applied to ORU, I decided to major in 
communications while pursuing music.”  After an audition, Childress was accepted into 
the most exclusive singing group on campus; The World Action Singers (later known as 
the TV Singers).  Becoming a member of the World Action Singers broadened his 
perspective about being a professional musician.  Since graduating, music has been 
both his livelihood and his calling. 

While Childress has worked consistently 
for many years as a Worship 
Pastor/Leader, he is also a gifted 
songwriter.  His songs have been 
recorded by Carman, Micah Stampley, TD 
Jakes with the Potter’s House Choir and 
many others.  He has also been 
nominated for a Marlin Award, the 
Bahamas’ version of the Dove Award.  
Internationally known, Childress is 
frequently invited to minister and teach 
throughout Europe, Africa and the United 
States.   

 

In 2009, Clinton Christian School welcomed Childress as instructor of the Young 
Lyricists songwriting class.  Students are trained to build a song from the inside out.  
“There are gifted writers among the students here at CCS and we want to draw that gift 
out,” say Childress.  Students are taught about the power of words and their ability to 
uplift, encourage and inspire others.   Ultimately, Young Lyricists will contribute two 
songs to the upcoming project the CCS Choir will record this year.   

Keith Childress is married to Adrienne Childress.  They have two children, Erin 26, and 
Keith, 12.  They reside in Upper Marlboro, Maryland where Keith is Worship Pastor at 
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